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| Genel Arembiy 
CHURGH 


s COTE EN 


Begun at Edinburgh the 25th Day of May 1780, and 
concluded the Sth June, ſaid * | 


The King's Conurillion to Cones Earl 15 
of DaLHovsIE produced, and order- 


ed to be recorded. 


Edinburgh 5 5 25, 1780 


HE General Aſſembly of this National Church ö 

Nh being convened and conſtituted, there was 
8 produced to them, by the. Right Honourable 
GEORGE Earl of Dar HoUs1s, the King's Com- 


miſſion, ſealed with the Seal appointed by the treaty of 


| Vnion t to be be and uſed; in Scotland, in place of the 
| - __- _ Great 
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: Great Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him his 
Majeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this 
Aſſembly ; which commiſſion was publicly read with all 
due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded in 
the books of A. The tenor whereof follows: 


EORGTIUS, Dei gratia, di ne Franciæ, 
et Hiberniæ Rex, Fidei Defenſor : Omnibus probis 
minibus, ad quos pre/ſentes liters noſtre pervenerint, ſalutem. 
Duandoquidem nos conſiderantes, quod generalis ecclefie Scotiæ 
conventus in vigeſimum quintum diem Man inſtantis convene 
orthnatus fuit ; no/que etiam . abunde cupidi, quinetiam neceſ= 
atrium eſſe judicantes in commodum dictæ ecclefue, ut idem ge- 
neralis eccleſie conventus, die flatuto debito obſervetur, atque 
rebus magni moment nos alio vocantibus, dicto conventui per- 
foualiter intereſſæ nequimus ; noſque abunde fatisfatti de fideli- 
tate et ſuſſicientia fidelifſum et dilectiſſimi naſtri conſanguinei, 
Georgii Comitis de Dalhouſie, quod ad ſummum munus po/- 
tea mentionatum rite exercendum et obeundum uſquequaque fit 
qualificatus : Moveritis igitur, hoc nominaſſe, conſtituiſſe, et or- 
dinaſſe, ſicuti nos, tenore yræſentium, nominamus, conſtituimus, 
et ordinamus, memoratum Georgium Comitem de Dalhouſie, 
fupremum noſtrum Commiſfronarium ad effeetum paſtea mentio- 
nat. dando et concedendo illi pleniqimam nytram poteſtatem, 
commiſh onem, et. warrantum, ſacram noſtram perſonam et au- 
thoritatem regalem. repreſentandi, nec non Preſentiam naftram 
JSupplendi, et locum noftrum in dicto ſubſequentt generali con- 
wentu, tanquam Conumiſſionario noftro ad hunc effectum ſpecia- 
liter conflituto, tenendi, omniaque aha ad imperium et locum 
Commiſfionaru pro general ecclefie conventu peragendi, tam 
plene, adeoque libere, in omnibus reſpectibus, quam quilibet a- 
ius ejuſdem ſummi muneris fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore præte- 
Tito facere potucrat, vel ac fi nos ipſi perſonaliter preſentes fa- 
cere potuerumus, Quæque omnia et fingula ab antedicto 
| SGecorgio Comite de Dalhouſie, in hac gra commiſſione pro- 
ſequenda legitime fecerit, ſeu fiert ordinaverit, nos firmiter ap- 
| probamus, et habituri ſumus. Omnibus et ſingulis inſuper an- 
| tedictæ ecclęſiæ et conventus paſtoribus, et preſbyteris, ceteriſ= 
| que quibigcunque intra illam partem Magne Britanniæ Scotiam 
vocatam, ſubditis noftris, quibuſcunque cujuſcunque gradus ſeu 
qualitatis, ut diclum Georgium Comitem de Dalhouſie, tan- 
quam ſupremum naſirum Conimiſſionarium, quoad effectum et mo- 


Aum ſupra mentionatum Fevereantur, agnoſcant, et dict. ipſius 
| audientes 


j 
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: General Aſſembly, 1580, 5 
audientes ſe prebeant, firifte mandamus et imperamus: Atque 
hanc no/tram commiſſionem, a ditto vigeſimo quinto die Maii in- 
ftantis mcipere, et demceps hac , ſubſequend. ſelſione dicti ge- 
nerals conventus, in vigore continuare declaramus, vel uſque 
dum a nobis rewocabitur, et exonerabitur. In cujus rei teſti 
monium, ſigillum noſtrum per Unionis tractatum cuſtodiend. et | 
in Scotia, vice et loco Magni Sigilli ejuſdem utend. ordinat, 
preJentihus appendi mandavimus ; apud aulam noftram apud 
St James, quinto die menſis Maii, anno Domini mille- 
ſimo ſeptingentęſimo et oftogeſimo, regnique noftri anno vi- 
geſimo. Per fignaturam manu S. D. N. regis ſupraſcript. 


The KinG's moſt gracious Letter to the 


General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


GEORGE R. 


IGHT Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you 
\ well. The knowledge we have of your loyalty 
and affection for our perſon and government, and the 
many proofs we have, from time to time, received of 
your conſtant and zealous endeayours for: the advance- 
ment and encouragement of virtue and piety, afford us 
the moſt pleaſing hopes of the continuance of ſo laudable 
a conduct; and it 1s with the greateſt ſatisfaction, that 
we take this opportunity of repeating to you thoſe aſ- 
ſurances of our royal ſupport and authority, which you 
have ſo truly and deſervedly merited, by your ſteady ad- 
| herence to the diſcouragement of vice and immorality, 
and to the advancement of true religion, ſo eſſential to 
the welfare and proſperity of our people. | 
Convinced as we are of your prudence and firm reſo- 
lation to concur in whatever may promote' the happineſs 
of our ſubjects, it is unneceſſary for us to recommend 
to you to avoid every thing that may tend to diſturb. 
that harmony and tranquillity which is fo eſſential in 
1 3 5 cCcouncils, 
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councils, folely calculated for the ſuppreſſion of every 
ſpecies of licentiouſneſs, irreligion, and vice; and as 


we have the firmeſt reliance on your zeal in the ſupport 


of the Chriſtian faith, as well as on the wiſdom and pru- 
dence of your councils, we are thoroughly aſſured, that 


they will be directed to ſuch purpoſes as may beſt tend 
to enforce a conſcientious obſervance of all thoſe duties, 
which the true religion and laws of theſe kingdoms re- 


quire, and on which the felicity of every individual ſo 
eſſentially depends. | | 

Having already had repeated proofs of the fidelity, 
zeal, and attachment of our right truſty and right well- 
beloved couſin, George Earl of Dalhouſie, we Rave again 


made choice of him to repreſent our Royal Perſon 3 in 


this Aſſembly; and as you have ſo often had experience 
of his affection for you, and of his conſtant attention to 
the true intereſt of his country, we are perſuaded, that 


this nomination will be conſidered by you as a freſh mark 


of our favour. You may be aſſured, that the Preſby- 
terian Church of Scotland, as by law eſtabliſhed, will 
always meet with our ſupport, in the full enjoyment of 
their rights and privileges. We are convinced, that the 
ſame wiſe conduct, which has fo often manifeſted itſelf 
in your former meetings, will be exerted on the preſent 


_ occaſion; and that cordiality, unanimity, and brotherly 


love will attend all your proceedings, and be the means 


of ſecuring a happy and ſatisfactory concluſion of this 


preſent meeting of the General Aſſembly. And ſo we 
bid you heartily farewel, | 1 
Given at our court at St James's, the 5th day 
of May 1780, in the twentieth year of our 
| reign, | 
By his Majeſty” 8 command, 
(l (Signed) S TORMONT. 


The 
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Ht. 
The Generat: Aſfembly's A to the | 
King's s moſt gracious Letter. 


May it pleaſe your 114907 


OUR Majeſty's moſt gracious letter was received, 
and read, with the reſpect and gratitude due to ſo 
deſcending a mark of Royal favour. 

The approbation which your Majeſty i is pleaſed to ex- 
preſs of former Aſſemblies, animates us to imitate their 
example, and to perſevere in that conduct which may 
beſt correſpond to the hopes which your Majeſty enter- 
tains of us; and we receive the repeated aſſurances of 
Your: Royal ſupport as a moſt powerful encouragemenc 
to continue our endeavours towards diſcountenancing 
vice and immorality, and advancing true religion, ſo 
eſſential to the welfare and proſperity of your people. 
We are conſcious of having no other object in our 

councils, but to promote the happineſs of the people 
committed to our care, by the zealous ſupport of the 
Chriſtian faith, by enforcing the obſervance of thoſe du- 
ties which true religion and the laws of theſe kingdoms 
require, and by ſuppreſſing every ſpecies of licentiouſ- 
neſs; and it ſhall be our care to maintain the temper 
which your Majeſty recommends, and to avoid every 
thing which may tend to diſturb the harmony and tran- 
quillity which are ſo efſential in councils, directed to the 
important purpoſes of promoting religion and virtue. 

The choice which your Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
make of the Earl of Dalhouſie, to repreſent your Royal 
Perſon in this Aſſembly, we regard as a freſh mark of 
your Royal favour. The well-known loyalty of that 
noble Lord, his firm attachment to the Church of Scot- 
land, and the happy experience of former Aſſemblies, 
render your Majeſty' s nomination moſt acceptable to 
us. 

We reſt, with the moſt entire ſatisfaction, in the aſ- 
ſurances which your Majeſty is pleaſed to give of your 
reſolution to maintain the Church of Scotland in the full 
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enjoyment of her rights and privileges; and it ſhall be 
our ſtudy to merit the continuance of your Majeſty's pro- 
tection, by conducting the proceedings of this Aſſembly 
with the cordiality, unanimity, and brotherly love, 10 
warmly recommended by your Majeſty, 

Your Majeſty's royal bounty, for the propagation of 
religion in the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, we re- 
ceive with all thankfulneſs ; and we ſhall be careful to 


apply it to the pious purpoſes for which it is beſtowed, 


We are happy to find, from your Majeſty's letter, 
that your Majeſty 1s well perſuaded of our loyalty and 
affection; and we can aſſure your Majeſty, that the 
loyalty of the people of Scotland was at no former pe- 
riod more entire or more warm. The preſent alarming 
criſis, formed by the combination of the enemies of our 
religion and liberties, whilſt it unites the hearts of our 
countrymen in attachment to the ſtate, and calls forth 
their moſt vigorous exertions in the public ſervice, gives 
freſh ardour to our wiſhes and prayers for the ſtability 


and proſperity of your Majeſty's government. 


That Almighty God, the F ather of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, may long preſerve your Majelty, give ſucceſs to 
your arms, and proſper your adminiſtration ; that he 
may beſtow his choiceſt bleſſings on your Royal e 
the Queen, on the Prince of Wales, and all the Royal 
Family; that there never may be wanting one of your 
Royal Houſe to ſway the Britiſh ſceptre; and that, after 
a long and happy reign over a free people, you may re- 
ceive an unfading and eternal crown of righteouſneſs, 


are the earneſt prayers « of, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, | 
And moſt loyal Subjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the nch of Scotland. 


Signed in our name, 
5 In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 


HA RY SPENCE, Mo, 


1 . General Aſſembly, 1780. - 3-0 | 


IV. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders, for Reformation of the High- 
lands and Iflands, and for managing 
ys Majeity's Royal Bounty for that 

end, RL 


IHE General Aſſembly did, and hereby do nominate 
and appoint the Reverend Dr Harry Spence, mini- 

ſter of the Goſpel at Wemyſs, their moderator, all the 
miniſters who are members of the prefbytery of Edin- 
burgh, Mr John Anderſon at Stronſay, Mr James Fin- 
layſon at Sandſting, Mr Charles Wilkie at Eccleſmachan, 
Mr Thomas Gray at Broughton, Dr Alexander Carlyfle 
at Invereſk, Dr Henry Grieve at Dalkeith, Dr George 
Barclay at Haddington, Mr John Clunie at Whitekirk, 
Mr Robert Bowmaker at Dunſe, Mr Robert Turnbull at 
Sprouſton, Mr Thomas Smith at Cumbertrees, Mr Robert 
Rutherford at Caſtletoun, Mr George Duncan at Loch- 
rutton, Mr Robert Mutter at Kirkcudbright, Mr William 
Boyd at Penningham, Mr James Wright at Maybole, 
Mr James Woodrow at Stevenitoun, Mr William Taylor 
at Paiſley, Mr James Scot at Carluke, Dr John Corſe at 

__ (Glaſgow, Dr Robert Finlay there, Mr Archibald Smith 
at Strathblane, Mr Archibald M*-Lea at Rothſay, Mr A- 
lexander Hoſſack at Jura and Colonſay, Mr Paul Fraſer 

at Craignieſh, Mr William Campbell at Kilchrenan, M. 
James Biſſet at Capieth, Mr James Moodie at Perth, Mr 
John Duncan at Alva, Mr James Campbell at Auchterar- 
der, Mr James Dymock at Aberfoil, Mr James Thomſon 
at Dunfermline, Dr James Gilleſpie, principal of the New 
College St Andrews, Mr James Ogilvie at Ealſie, Mr 
James Adamſon at Abernite, Mr Daniel Bryce at Logie- 
pert, Mr James Forſyth at Belhelvie, Mr James Gillan 
ar Kinloſs, Mr George Watſon at Inverneſs, Mr David 
Denoon at Kileurnan, Dr Patrick Grant at Urray, Mr 
James Grant at Urquhart, Mr Donald Macqueen at Kil- 
muir, Mr Murdoch M'Iver at Lochalſh, Mr Angus Be- 
thune at Alneſs, Profeſſor George Hill, St Andrews, Mr 
e i Patrick 
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Patrick M*Vean at Dull, Mr Archibald Campbell at 
North Knapdale, miniſters; Honourable Patrick Boyle 
of Shewalton, Eſq; William Honeyman, Eſq; advocate, 
Dean of Guild Grieve, Mr William Galloway merchant 
Edinburgh, Convener Craig baker Edinburgh, John 
Home, Eſq; Honourable Charles Hope-Weir of Craigie- 
hall, Eſq; John Dickſon, Eſq; advocate, Charles Brown 
of Coalſtan, Eſq; Hugh Dalrymple, Eſq; younger of 
North Berwick, George Buchan-Hepburn, Eſq; of Smea- 
ton, Mr Matthew nad writer to the ſignet, Sir 
John Stewart of Allanbank, Bart. Mark Pringle, Eſq; 
advocate, Mr Richard Tod merchant in Leith, Profeſſor 
Jardine, Alexander Gordon of Greenlaw, Eſq; Mr Wil- 
liam Chalmers furgeon Edinburgh, Alexander Miller, 
Eſq; advocate, Profeſſor Dalziel Edinburgh, Mr Alexan- 
der Abercrombie writer to the ſignet, Profeſſor Dugald 
Stewart Edinburgh, Mr Robert Cullen advocate, re 
ſor M Leod Glaſgow, Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs, Bart. 
Mr James Colquhoun one of the principal clerks of 
Seſſion, John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; Major John Mel- 
vill of Cairney, Mr Sollicitor-general, Mr James Loch 
writer to the ſignet, Dr James "Williamſon, Allan Mac- 
dougal, Eſq; Mr Thomas Elder merchant Edinburgh, 
Mr "Niel F erguſon advocate, Sir John Belches, Bart. 
Bailie James Gentle Canongate, Mr Andrew M Cara 
merchant Edinburgh, the Procurator, Mr William Chal- 
mers writer, Mr George Home baker Edinburgh, James 
Cunningham of Hyndhope, Mr Alexander Hart clerk of 
Juſticiary, Profeſſor Thomas Gordon, Mr John Robert- 
ſon writer Edinburgh, Mr Iſaac Grant writer to the ſig- 
net, Dr Gregory Grant Edinburgh, Allan M<Connochie, 
Eg: advocate, Mr Francis, Grant preacher of the goſpel, 
Mr Ludovick Grant, jun. writer, Bailie John Lothian 
merchant Edinburgh, Mr William Dunbar writer to the 
ſignet, Simon Fraſer, Elq; advocate, Sir John Gordon, 
Mr Colquhoun Grant writer to the ſignet, the Right 
Honourable Lord M Donald, Mr John Ruſſel, jun, wri- 
ter to the ſignet, Andrew Hamilton, Eſq; Mr John Moſ- 
man merchant Edinburgh, John Sinclair of Freſwick, 
Eſq; Colonel Campbell of Menzie, Robert Chalmers of 
Larberr, Eſq; Bailie John Walker merchant Edin- 
burgh, and Mr William M Donald writer to the ſignet, 
ruling elders; to be a committee of this Aſſembly for re- 
formation 
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formation of the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, for 
promoting the knowledge of true religion, ſuppreſſig 
Popery and profaneneſs, and for managing the Royal 
Bounty, for theſe ends, according to, and in terms of 
his Majeſty's grant to this Aſſembly. In proſecution of 
which purpoſes, the committee are impowered to chuſe 
their Moderator and clerk, to appoint preachers and ca- 
techiſts to go to ſuch places as they ſhall find, upon due 
information, to be the moſt proper, according to his Ma- 
jeſty's deſign expreſſed in his warrant; and, in ſo doing, 
that they havs particular regard to ſucli pariſhes in South 
Uiſt, Small Iſles, Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, 
Glengary, and Lochaber, and the other pariſhes of the 
fynods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the committee 
hall find, by reaſon of the vaſt extent, by the prevalency 
of Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy circum- 
ſtances, to be in the greateſt diſtreſs : And they ſhall take 
care, that the perſons they employ be certified, and 
found, upon due trial, to be properly qualified for theſe 
reſpective offices, of good abilities for the ſame, of a pious 
life and converſation, prudent, of undoubted loyalty to 
his Majeſty, and of competent ſkill in the principles of 
divinity, and particularly in Popiſh controverſies : Such 
preachers and catechiſts being hereby appointed to be 
fubject to, and under the inſpection of the preſbyteries of 
the bounds to which they are ſent, who are to take care 
that the orders of the committee be duly obſerved by 
them. And the preachers are alſo appointed to cate= 
cähiſe, and both they and the catechiſts to inſtruct the 
people from houfe to houſe,” and to viſit the ſick ; and, * 
in all their labours among the people, to be careful to 
teach them the principles and duties of the true Chriſtian 
Proteſtant religion, and the obligations they are under to 
duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George, and 
obedience to the laws: And the committee are impower- 
ed to give them ſuch inſtructions, as to their work and 
behaviour, as they ſhall judge meet; which inſtructions | 
the preachers. and catechiſts are hereby ordered to obey, 
The General Aſſembly do further appoint the ſaid com- 
mittee, to have a particular regard, in their proceedings, 
to the regulations agreed upon by the committee of the 
| Aſſembly for managing the Royal Bounty, on the zoth 
of September 1730, approven by frequent pry 
Es | Wo an 
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and to take care that preſbyteries, and others concerned, 
obſerve the ſame, which they are hereby ordered to do: 
Farticularly, the Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral prelbyteries 25 
to inſert in their regiſters, the committee's appointments 
of their deſignations, ſalaries, and ſtations of the ſeveral 
miſſionaries, and to have an exact regard thereto, in all 
the letters they ſhall write about the ſaid miſſionaries, 
and in giving of certificates to them; and to direct all 
their letters, concerning min es in their bounds, 
only to the Moderator of the Committee ; which letters 
ſhall be ſigned, at the appointment of the preſbytery, by 
the Moderator or clerk thereof: And the Aſſembly does 
diſcharge any payment to be made of the ſalaries of the 
miſſionaries, except upon receipts from the miſſionaries 
themſelves, and upon certificates from the preſpyteries, 
bearing, that they have ſer ved for the time mentioned in 
the receipts. The General Aſſembly do alſo impower 
the ſaid committee to apply, for the purpoſes above 
mentioned, what may remain of the laſt year's Royal 
Bounty not diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the miſſion- 
aries not fulfilling the appointments laid upon them; and 
that they are to keep a regiſter of their proceedings, and 
like wiſe diſtinct books of accounts, how the foreſaid mo- 
ney is beſtowed, which ſhall be patent to any concerned 
|  -who pleaſe to inſpect the fame. Of the -perſons above 
'S named as members of this committee, five are declared 
| to be a quorum, whereof three are to be miniſters. 
But it is hereby appointed, That at tlie quarterly meet- 
| ing of the committee, in which the ſcheme or eſtabliſh- 
| * ment of miſſionaries for the enſuing year is to be approv- 
| ed and determined, not leſs than fourteen ſhall be the 
| quorum, - whereof. nine-ſhall be miniſters ; and the ſaid 
| committe are appointed to have their general meetings 
| at Edinburgh, the firſt lawful day after the adjournment 
| of the four ſtated diets.of the Commillion of the General 
| Aſſembly, within the Aſſembly Iſle, at ten of the clock 
| . in the forenoon, except that day ſhall fall to be Saturday, 
| 


and then the meeting.ſhall be upon Monday next there- 
| after, at the ſaid hour; with power to the ſaid commit- 
tee to adjourn themſelves: to ſuch times and places as they 
ſhall find moſt needful and convenient: And they are to 
keep a correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the Ge- 
x ts and the Society for propagating Chriſtian 
| Knowledge, 
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Knowledge, and their committee of directors, and to, 
take their advice and aſſiſtance; and alfo to correfpond 
with the ſynods and preſbyteries concerned. They are 
Ikewile inſtructed and impowered, as they ſhalt ſee cauſe, 
to apply to the Goverment, or any magiſtrate, for aſ- 
ſiſtance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of the 
commiſſion now given to them. And the General AC. 
fembly do, by theſe preſents, nominate and appoint Mr 
William Robertſon advocate, Procurator for the Church,, 
to be Receiver of the foreſaid Royal Bounty, and to pay : 
out the ſame as he ſhall be directed and ordered by the 
forclaid committee, and according to their rules. And 
the faid eommittee are appointed to-examine the accounts: | 
of the diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, and lay the fame. 
before the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, 
or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, and 
to report their diligence to the General Aſſembly, to 
whom they are to. be accountable. And it is agreed, 
That no perſon once employed and inſert in the ſcheme, 
ſhall be ſtruck ont thereof for that year, but by the 
quorun of at leaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be mini- 
ſters; and in caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt 
any of them on the feneme, it ſhall not be determined 
the firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame is offered, but. 
it ſhall lye on the table till another meeting; and, in the 
mean time, the perſon complained of, and the preſby= 
tery of the bonnds wherein he officiates, ſhall be ac= 
quainted of ſach complaint, and theſe concerned be re- 
quired to fend to the faid committee a juſt account of 
he matter, againſt the next meeting. And it is _— 
appointed, That after the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries 
on the Royal Bounty is ſettled in manner above direct- 
ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the preſbyte- 
ries concerned, fuch preſbyteries ſhall fend up to the 
{iid committee their anſwer to thele letters, at fartheſt 
with their commitfioners to the General Aſſembly, if the 
fime be not done ſooner ; and that the committee, at 
their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall en- 
deavour to compleat the next year's ſcheme themſelves ; 
and if they cannot compleat it, they ſhall name a ſub- 
committee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a ſublequent-meeting, |, 
which is appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of 
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the Aſſembly as poſſible. And impowered the commit--- 
tee, at their firſt meeting, to reject any petition for a 
new ſtation, in caſe they ſhall find ſufficient objections - 
againſt it; and that the ſaid committee, in making u 

the ſcheme of miſſionaries, Oc. do not exceed the ſum in 


the grant. 
eee eee 


Commili on to a Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders, for diſcuſſing affairs referred to 


them. f 


HE General Aſſembly conſidering there àre ſome 
; affairs which they cannot overtake, do hereby no- 
minate and appoint the Rev. Dr Hary Spence, miniſter 
of the goſpel at Wemyſs, their moderator ; from the 
preſbytery of Cairſton, Mr George Low at Birſay, Mr 
John Falconer at Stromneſs, miniſters,” William Honey 
man; Eſq; advocate, . ruling elder ;. from the preſbytery 
of North Iſles, Mr John Anderſon at Stronſay, Mr Wil- 


liam Clouſton at Croſs Burneſs, miniſters; from the 


P reſiyyery of Zetland,. Mr James: Gordon at Fetlar, Mr 
James Finlayſon at Sandſting, miniſters, Dean of Guild 


Grieve, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Edinburgh, 


Mr Robert Walker, Dr Robert Henry, Mr Henry Lun- 
die, Edinburgh, Mr John Gibſon, Weſt Church, Mr 
James Robertſon at Ratho, Sir Hary Moncrieffe-Wel- 
wood, Weſt Church; miniſters; Bailie William Gallo-- 
way, merchant Edinburgh, Mr John Tod, merchant E- 
dinburgh; and Mr John Caw of the Exciſe, ruling elders; 
from the city of Edinburgh, the Lord Provoſt of Edin- 
burgh and Conveener James Craig; from the Univerſity ' 
of Edinburgh; Principal Robertſon ; from the chureh of 


Campvere, Mr. James Yare at Campvere, miniſter, and 


John Home, Efq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Linkthgow, Mr Charles Wilkie at Eccleſmachan, - Mr 


John Ritchie at — Mr James Paton at Torphi- 
en 


(of 
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chen, Mr James Somerville at Whitburn, miniſters, the 
Honourable Charles Hope-Weir of Craigie-hall, Eſq; and 

Mr Robert. Cowan, . merchant at Carronback, ruling el- 

ders; from the. burgh of Linlithgow, Provoſt Robert 
Clark; from the burgh of Queensferry, Mr James Tay 
lor, merchant there; from the preſbytery of Biggar; Mr 
Thomas Gray at Broughton, Mr. Thomas Mitchell at 


Lamington, Mr Bryce Little at Covington, miniſters, 


John Dickſon of Coulter, Eſq; advocate, ruling -elder ;. 
from the preſbytery of Peebles, Dr James. Moffat at New-- 
lands, Mr; Patrick Robertſon: at Eddleſtone, miniſters, 


Lord Chief Baron,, ruling elder; from the burgh of 


Peebles, Alexander Stevenſon of Smithfield, Eſq; from 
the preſbytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carlyle at In- 
vereſk, Mr Thomas M' Courty at Pennycuick,..Dr. Henry 
Grieve at Dalkeith, miniſtérs, Lord Preſident, ruling el- 
der; from tlie preſbytery of Haddington, Mr Patrick 
Bannerman at Salton, Dr George Barclay at Haddington, 


Mr Neil Roy at Aberlady, miniſters, Charles Brown of 
Coalſton, Eſq; ruling elder; from the burgh of Had- : 
dington; Mr James Veitch, - merchant: there.; from the 


burgh of North Berwick, Hey Dalrymple, Eſq; younger 
of North Berwiek ; from the preſhytery of Dunbar, Mr 
John Clunie at Whitekirk, Mr Alexander Davidſon at 
Stenton; miĩniſters, Richard Anderſon of Winterfield, Eſq;: 
ruling elder ;: from the burgh of Dunbar, George Bu 


chan- Hepburn, Eſq; advocate; from: the preſbytery of 
Dunſe, Mr Robert Bowmaker at Dunſe, Mr Robert Home 
at Polwart, miniſters, Mr Matthew. Sandilands writer to 
to the ſignet, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Churn- 


ſide, Dr Walter Anderſon at Churnſide, Mr John Jolly 
at Coldinghame, miniſters, Sir John Stewart, Bart. rul- 
ing elder; from the preſbytery of Kelſo, Mr Ro 
bert Turnbull at Sprouſton, Dr Thomas M Dougall at 
Mackerſtone, miniſters,. the Lord Advocate, ruling el- 


der; from the preſbytery of Jedburgb, Mr John Ric-- 


ealton at Hopekirk,. Mr James Richardſon at Oxnam, 
Mr William Scot at Abotrule, miniſters, Achibald Dick 


fon of Horſtey-hill,, Eſq; ruling elder; from the burg; 


of Jedburgh, the Right Honourable the Earl of Lauder- 
dale; from the preſbytery of Lauder, Mr William Gul-- 


len at Legerwood, Mr Alexander Duncan at Gordon, 


miniſters, Mr William Dickſon in Spittal, ruling on > 
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from the burgh of Lauder, Thomas Hogg, Eſq; young- 


er, of Newliſton ; from the preſbytery of Selkirk, Dr 


Robert Crammond at Yarrow, Mr Robert Douglas at 


Galaſhiels, minifters, Mark Pringle, Eſq; advocate, ru- 
ting elder ; from the burgh of Selkirk, Mr Richar ny Tod 
merchant, Leith ; from the preſbytery of Annan, Mr 
Thomas Smith at Cumbertrees, Mr Andrew faffray at 
Ruthwell, minifters, Sir William Maxwell, Bart. ruling 
elder; from the burgh of Annan, Mr Walter Scott, mer- 
charie, Edinburgh ; from the preſbytery of Langholm, 
Mr Robert Rutherford at Caftletown, Mr ſohn Ruſſel at 


Eſkdale- muir, miniſters, Gideon Rutherford of Green- 


park, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Loch- 
maben, Mr John nne at Johnfton, Mr William Scort 
at Kirkpatrick Juxta, Mr Mathew Cleghorn at Dryſdale, 

miniſters, Mr Peter Haliday in Barnlimpan, ruling elder ; 


from the preſbytery of Penpont, Mr William Grierſon at 
_ Glencairn, Mr James Wilfon at Tynron, miniſters, Mr 
Thomas Gracie at Monihive, ruling elder ; from the 


burgh of Sanquhar, Profeflor George e Jardihe, Glaſgow ; 
from the prefbytery of Dumfries, Me James M<Mill all 
at Fürthen Wall Mr George Duncan at Lochrutton, Mr 


David Lamont at Kirkpatrick Durham, miniſters, Mr 


Alexander Waugh ſtudent iu divinity, ruling elder ; 


from the preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr Philix p Morrt- 


fon at Balmaghte, Mr Robert Mutter at Kirkcudbright, 


Mr John MNaught at Girthon, miniſters, Alexander 


Gordon, Efq; advocate, ruling elder; from the burgh 


of New Galloway, Mr William P ſurgeon, Edin 


burgh ; from the preſbytery of Wigton, Mr William 


2 oyd at Penningham, Dr James Laing at Glaſſerten, 
miniſters, Alexander Miller, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder; 


from the burgh of Wigton, Profeſſor Aude Dalziel ; 


from the burgh of Whithorn, Mr Alexander Abercrom- 


bie writer to the ſignet; from the prefbytery of Stran- 


rawer, Mr William Donaldfon at Ballantrea, Mr Wil- 
Ham Learmonth at Old Luce, miniſters, Robert Cath- 


cart of Geanoch, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the prefby- 


tery of Ayr, Mr James Wright at Maybole, Dr William 


Dalrymple at Ayr, Mr Andrew Mitchell at Monkton, 
Mr James Young at New Cumnock, Mr Steven Young 


at Barr, miniſters, John Hamilton of Bargenny, Eſq; 


William Wallace of 5 EI ruling elders ; from 
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me burgh of Ayr, Profeſſor Dugald Stewart, Edinburgh ; 
from the preſbytery of Irvine, Mr James Woodrow at 
Stevenſtown, Mr Arthur Aughterſon at Kilbride, Mr John 
Mutrie at Kilmarnock, miniſters, the Honourable Patrick 
Boyle of Shewalton, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Paiſley, Mr Colin Campbell at Renfrew, Dr 
John Adam at Greenoek, Mr William Taylor at Paiſley, 
miniſters, Mr Robert Paterſon ſheriff-ſubſtitute of the 
ſhire of Renfrew, ruling elder ;. from the preſbytery of 
Hamilton, Mr Patrick Maxwell at New Monkland, Mr 
Alexander Dobie at Glasford, Mr Alexander Hut- 
chiſon at Hamilton, miniſters, Mr Robert Cullen advo- 
cate, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Lanark, Mr 
James Scott at Carluke, Mr Thomas Linning at Leſmae- 
hago, miniſters, the Right Honourable the Farl of 
Hyndford, ruling elder; from the burgh of. Lanark, 
Mr Alexander Bell merchant in Edinburgh; from 
the preſbytery of Glaſgow, Dr John Corſe, Dr Robert 
Finlay, Mr Robert Balfour, Glafgow, Mr Alexander 
Dun at Calder, miniſters, Profeſſor John Anderſon: . 
and Mr John Ferguſſon merchant in Glaſgow ruling el-- 
ders; from the Univerſity. of Glaſgow, the Reverend Mr 
Hugh M*Leod profeſſor of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory in the Uni- 
verſity. of Glaſgow ; from the preſbytery of Dumbarton, 
Mr Archibald Smith at Strathblane, Mr David M“ Gibbon 
at Buchanan, Mr Hugh Gourlie at Balfrone; miniſters, Sir 
james Colquhoun of Luſs, Bart. ruling elder; from the 
burgh of Dumbarton, James. Colquhoun, Eſq; younger, 
of Luſs ; from the preſbytery of Dunoon, Mr Archibald: 
MLea at Rothſay, Mr John Melvill at Denoon, mini- 
ters, John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; ruling elder ; from 
the preſbytery of Kintyre, Mr John Hamilton at Kil-- 
moray, Mr Alexander Hoſfack at Jura and Colonſay, Mr 
John M*Millan at Kilchoman, miniſters, Major John 
Melvill of Cairney, Eſq; ruling; elder; from the burg 
of Campbelton, Mr Sollicitor General; from the preſ- 
bytery of Inverary, Mr Pant Fraſer at Craigniſh, Mr 
Archibald Campbell at North Knapdale, miniſters, Mr 
James Loch writer to the ſignet, ruling elder; from 
the burghs of Inverary, Profeſſor Williamſon, Glaſgow ;; 
from the preſbytery of Lorn, Mr William Campbell at. 
Kilchrenan, Mr Joſeph MeIntyre at Glenorchy, mini- 
ters, Colonel Robert Campbell of Monzie, ruling elder ; 
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from the preſbytery of Mull, Mr Archibald M*Arthur at 
Kilninian, Mr Norman M*Leod at Morvern, miniſters, - 
Allan M*Dougall of Galaniſh, ruling elder ; from the 
preſbytery of Dunkeld, Mr James Biſſet at Caputh, Mr 
James Hunter at Auchtergavan, Mr Patrick MiVean at 
Dull, Mr Peter Stewart at Killin, miniſters, Bailie Tho- 
mas Elder, merchant in Edinburgh, and Mr Niel Fer- 
guſſon advocate, ruling elders ; from the preſbytery of 
Perth, Mr James Jobſon at Errol, Mr George Fraſer at 
Moneidy, Mr Allan Stewart at Killpindie, Mr James 
Moodie at Perth, miniſters, Sir John Belches, Bart. and 
Mr Richard Lake writer in Edinburgh, ruling elders ; 
from the burgh of Perth, Bailie John Caw merchant in 
Perth ; from the preſbytery of Stirling, Mr John Dun- 
can at Alva, Mr William Nimmo at Botlikenner, mini- 
ſters, William Muirhead, Eſq; of Herbertfhire, ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Auchterarder, Mr John 
Scott at Muthill, Mr James Campbell at Auchterarder, 
Mr Robert Mathie at Glendovan, miniſters, Bailie 
james Gentle, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of 
. Dumblane, Mr james ; Dymmock at Aberfoil, Mr William 
Oſburn at Tillcoultrie, miniſters, John Campbell of 
| Lochend, Eſq; ruling .elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Dunfermline, Mr James 1 at Dunfermline, Mr 
Alexander Dalling at Clieſn, Mr Walter Alpin at Cul- 
roſs, miniſters, Dr John Steedman phyfician in Edin- 
Barat ruling elder ; from the burgh of Dunfermline, 
Bailie William Hutton merchant in Duvfermline from 
the burgh of Culroſs, Mr David Ireland town-clerk of 
Culroſs; from the preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, Dr Hary Spence, 
Mr Robert Col vill at Dyſart, Mr James Wemyeſs at Burnt- . 
iſland, miniſters, James Townſend Oſwald, Eſq; ru- 
ling elder ; from the burgh of Kirkcaldy, Mr James 
Fergus merchant in Kirkcaldy ; ſrom the burgh of King- 
horn, James Balmain, Eſq; Sollicitor of his Majeſty? 8 
Exciſe; from the Burgh of Dyſart, Mr Andrew M Cara 
merchant in Edinburgh ; from the preſbytery of Cupar, 
Mr Robert Wingate at Abdie, Mr John Stark at Balme- 
Tino, Mr George Campbell at Cupar, Mr David Wilkie 
at Cults, minifters, William Peaſton of Sutra, Eſq; and. 
Mr James Walker of Dafimiln, ruling elders ; from the 
preſbytery of St Andrews, Dr 45 Gillelpie principal 


by of che New College, Mr Willa nt at Kings Barns, 
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Mr Alexander Brodie at Denino, Mr Archibald Bonnar at 
5 whurn, miniſters, James Durham of Largo, Eſq; Profeſ- 
r John Cook, ruling elders; from the burgh of St An- 
qrews, Dr Andrew Duncan phyſician in Edinburgh; 
from the Univerſity of St Andrews, Profeſſor George 
Hill; from the burgh of Craill, James Ayton, Eſq; of 
Kippo; from the burgh of Anſtruther Weſter, Mr Wil- 
ham Chalmers writer, Edinburgh; from the burgh of 
_ Kilrenny, Mr John Haddoway merchant in Leith; from 
the preſbytery of Meigle, Mr Thomas Maſon at Glen- 
iſla, Mr Charles Keay at Cupar Angus, Mr James Ogil- 
vy at Eſſie, miniſters, George Wright of Latoun, Eſq; 
Tuling elder ; from the preſbytery of Forfar, Mr William 
Adie at Kirrymuir, Mr John Webſter at Inverarity, mi- 
niſters, Mr George Hume baker, ruling elder ; from the 
burgh of Forfar, James Cunninghame of Hyndhope, Eſq; 
ſrom the preſbytery of Dundee, Mr James Henderſon at 
Monifieth, Mr James Adamſon at Abernite, Mr John 
Playfair at Liff, miniſters, Conveener Andrew Jobſon, 
Dundee, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery af Aberbro- 
thock, Mr John Aitken at St Vigeans, Mr William NMilli- 
gan at Kirkden, miniſters, Baron Maule, ruling elder ; 
from the burgh of Aberbrothock, Mr Alexander Hart 
clerk of Juſticiary ; from the preſbytery of Brechin, Mr 
Daniel Bryce at, Logiepert, Mr Alexander Molliſon at 
Montroſe, Mr James Gillies at Menmuir, miniſters, Mr 
John Scott advocate, ruling elder; from the burgh 
of Montroſe, Captain Robert Moodie ſhipmaſter in 
Leith; ſrom the preſbytery of Fordun, Mr Robert 
Voung at Benholm, Mr James Walker at Dunnotter, Mr 
Alexander Leſlie at Fordun, miniſters, Mr Thomas Scott 
writer to, the ſignet, ruling elder ; from the burgh of 
Bervie, Sir William Auguſtus Cunninghame, Bart. ; from 
the-preſbytery of Aberdeen, Mr Gavin Mitchell at Kin- 
nellar, Profeſſor Alexander Gerard at Aberdeen, Mr 
James Forſyth at Belhelvie, Mr Skene Ogilvie at Skene, 
miniſters, George Strachan Keith, Eſq; and Mr Alexan- - 
der Fullerton in Aberdeen, ruling elders; from the | 
King's College, Profeſſor Leſlie ; from the preſbytery of 
Kincardine-O' Neal, Mr John Ramſay at Strachan, Mr 
William Shand. at Lumphannan, 'Mr Robert Farquarlſon 
at Coldſtone, miniſters, Mr John Tawſe writer in Edin- 
' burgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Ellon, Mr 
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William Patterſon at Slains, Mr Alexander Cock at Cru- 
den, miniſters, Profeſſor Thomas Gordon ruling elder; 
from the preſbytery of Garrioch, Mr Alexander Turing 
at Oyne, Mr William Davidſon at Inverury, Mr John 
Shand at Kemnay, minifters, Lord Weſthall, ruling el- 
der; from the preſbytery of Deer, Mr James Johnſton at. 

_ Crimond, Mr Hugh Taylor at New Deer, Mr Baſil An- 
derſon at Old Deer, miniſters, Mr John Taylor clerk to 
the ſignet, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Turriff, 
Mr Robert Balingal at Forglen, Mr William Dingwal at - 
Forgne, miniſters, Mr Alexander Forbes writer in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Fordyce, 
Mr Robert Orla at Cullen, Mr Robert Ogilvie at Or- 
dequhill, miniſters, Mr John Robertſon writer in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Aberlour, 
Mr Thomas Johnſton at Boharm, Mr James Ogilvie at 

| Rothes, minifters, Mr Ifaac Grant writer to the fignet,. 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Abernethy, Mr Pa- 
trick Grant at Duthill, Mr John Grant at Kirkmichael, 
miniſters, Dr Gregory Grant phyfician in Edinburgh, 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Elgin, Dr James 
Hay ar Elgin, Mr William Gordon at Urquhart, mini- 
ſters, Mr Allan M Connochie advocate, ruling elder ; 
from the burgh of Elgin, Mr Francis Grant preacher of 
the goſpel; from the .pref{bytery of Forres, Mr Alexan- 
der Coull at Edinkelly, Mr James Gillan at Kinloſs, mi- 
niſters, Bailie Duncan Grant merchant in Forres, ruling 

elder; from the burgh of Forres, Mr Ludovick Grant, 
jun. writer in Edinburgh; from the prefbytery of Nairn, 
Mr Patrick Dunbar at Nairn, Mr Alexander Grant at 

Calder, miniſters, Bailie lohn Lothian merchant in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder; from the burgh of Nairn, Mr Wil- 
liam Dunbar writer to the ſignet; from the preſbytery 
of Inverneſs, Mr George Watſon at Inverneſs, Mr Alex- 
ander Fraſer at Inverneſs, miniſters, Simon Fraſer, Eſq; 

2a vocate, ruling elder; from the preſpytery of Chanonry, 

Mr Alexander Wood at Roſemarkie, Mr David Denoon 

at Kileurnan, miniſters, Bailie John Walker merchant in 
Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Tain, 
Mr John Mathiſon at Kilmuir Eaſter, Mr John Rofs at 
Logie Eaſter, miniſters, Lord Ankerville, ruling elder ; 

From the burgh of Tain, Robert Chalmers of Larbert, 

Eq; from the preſbytery of Dingwall, Dr Patrick Grant 
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at Urray, Mr Angus Bethune at Alneſs, miniſters, Sir 
John Gordon, Bart. ruling elder; from the preſbytery 


of Abertarph, Mr Patrick Grant at Boleſkine, Mr James 


Grant at Urquhart, miniſters, Mr Colquhoun Grant wri-- 


ter to the ſignet, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of 


Sky, Mr Donald M*Queen at Kilmuir, Mr Roderick 
M*Leod at Brachadale, miniſters, Andrew Croſbie, Eſq; 


advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Lewis, 


Mr John Downie at Stornoway, Mr Hugh. Monro at 
Wig, miniſters, the Procurator, ruling elder ; from the 
preſbyrery of Uiſt, Mr Allan M*Queen at North Uiſt, Mr 
Edmund M Queen at Bara, miniſters, the Right Hon. 
the Lord M Donald, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Lochcarron, Mr Donald M*Leod at Glenelg, Mr Mur- 


doch M Iver at Lochalſh, miniſters, Norman M*Leod of 


M*Leod, Eq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Dor- 
nock, Mr George M*Culloch at Loth, Mr Eneas M*Leod 

at Rogart, miniſters, Mr John Ruſſel, jun. writer to the 
ſigner, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Dornock, An- 
drew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Eſq; from the preſbytery 
of Tongue, Mr John Thomſon at Durneſs, Mr William 
M-*Kenzie at Tongue, miniiters, Mr John Moſſman mer- 
chant in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 


of Caithneſs, Mr Alexander Smith at Olrick, Mr James 


Pope at Reay, miniſters, and John Sinclair of Freſwick, 
Eſq; ruling elder ; and the Aſſembly. added thereto, Dr 
George Wiſhart, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, in 


place of the moderator, and all the members whoſe com- 


miſſions had been rejected by the Aſſembly on account of 
informality, to be commiſſioners of this General Aſſem- 
bly, to the effect after-mentioned ; with power to the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, or their quorum, which is hereby decla- 


red to be any thirty-one of the faid Commiſſioners, 
whereof twenty-one are always to be miniſters, to meet 


and conveen within the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, 
the firſt day after the diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at ten 
of the clock in the forenoon ; and thereafter, the ſecond 
Wedneſday of Auguſt, third Wedneſday of November, 
and the firſt Wedneſday of March next to come, and 


oftner when and where they ſhall think fit and canveni- 


ent, with power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to chuſe their 
own Moderator: And likewiſe, the General Aſſembly 
fully impowers their ſaid Commiſſioners, or their quorum 
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above mentioned, to cognoſce and finally determine, as 
they ſhall ſee cauſe, in every matter referred, or that 
ſhall be referred to them, by an act or order of this Aſ- 
ſembly ; and to do every thing contained in, and con- 
form to the inſtructions given, or to be given by this 
Aſſembly; and to advert to the intereſt of the Church 
on every occaſion, that the Church, and preſent eſta- 
bliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice 
which they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable: 
Provided always, that this general claule be not extend- 
ed to particular affairs or proceſſes before ſynods or 
preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal concern to, or in- 
fluence upon, the whole Church: And it is hereby ap- 
pointed, that no private proceſſes be determined, except 
at the four ſtated diets; and what ſhall be determined 
at one diet of the Demon, with relation to private 
cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, 
and -ſhall ſtand and continue in force, till diſapproven 

of by the General Aſſembly. And the Aſſembly renews 
the inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen to their 
Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in full force, 
as inſtructions to the Commiſſioners before named, and 
to be obſerved by them in all points, as if the ſame were 
| ſpecially here inſert; and that they enquire into the 
publiſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets, trending 
towards the promoting of opinions of whatever kind, in- 
conſiſtent with our Conſeſſion of Faith; and that the re- 
commenders of ſuch books or pamphlets, or the errors 
therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be 
called before the ſaid Commiſſion to anſwer for the ſame. 
And further, the faid Commiſſion is hereby impowered to 
receive any references and appeals that ſhall be made to 
them from ſynods, in matters of doctrine, and ripen 
ſuch affairs for the next General Aſſembly ; and to con- 
tribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advice and aſſiſtance to 
ſynods and preſbyteries, upon application to them for 
that end: Likewile to take care that the impreſſions of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion f Faith, and Catechiſms, 
and ſuch books as are authoriſed by this Church, relat- 
ing to the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government 


thereof, be correct; and give directions about printing 
the 
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the ſame. And the Commiſſioners are appointed and 
impowered to keep a correſpondence with the committee 


for Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands, for ſup- 


preſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a reforma- 
tion in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and concurrence 


therein; and, if need be, to apply to the Government 


for a proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the ſaid 
Commiſhoners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſchar- 
ged to meddle in any other matters than what are com- 
mitted and referred to them as above mentioned: And, 


in all their actings, they are to proceed according to the 


acts and conſtitution of this Church, and to do nothing 
_ contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the ſame; declar- 


ing that, in and for all their actings, they ſhall be ac- 


countable to, and cenſurable by the next General As- 
ſembly, as they ſlrall ſee cauſe. And the General Aſ- 
 ſembly appoints the ſaid Commiſſioners, particularly to 
_ obſerve the acts of the General Aſſemblies one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and twelve, and one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and nineteen, reſpecting the application of the 
public money ; which two acts are printed. among the 
acts of Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- 
one. And this Commiſſion is to continue and endure 
until another Commiſſion be appointed ; and members 
are required to attend the diets of the ſaid Commiſſion ; 


and ablents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord- - 
ing to the 17th act of the General Aſſembly held in the 


year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fix. And for the 
better ſecuring of a quorum, and attendance of members 
on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the 
preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other preſbytery within 
twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this Commiſſion; and ſuch 
of the members of theſe preſbyteries as are on the Com- 
miſſion, are required, all of them, to give attendance on 


the diets thereof; and the preſbyteries at a greater diſ- 


tance, who have four or more members on the Commiſ- 
ſion, are to take care, that at leaſt two of them attend 
cach diet of the ſame : And the General Aſſembly ap- 
point their Commiſion, at their firſt meeting, to diſcuſs 
as many of the cauſes and queſtions, relative to the ſettle- 


ment of vacant churches, which are or ſhall be referred 


to 


— 
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to them by the Aſſembly, as they can overtake. And it 
is further provided, That when any preſbytery or ſynod 
of this Church ſhall decline to comply with the ſentence 
of the Commiſſion, or to give the ſame a full execution, 
in that caſe the Commiſſion is hereby prohibited to exe- 
cute the ſame, by appointing any ſuch correſpondent 
meeting, as has been ſometimes the practice, but ſhall al- 
low the ſame to lye over tothe enſuing Aſſembly, to 
which ſuch preſbyteries or ſynods ſhall be anſwerable for 
tuch their conduct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up 
with their Commiſlioners their reaſons for the ſame. And 
the Aſſembly doth further impower and direct the ſaid 
Commiſſion, to make due application to the King and 
Parliament for redreſs of the grievance of patronage, in 
caſe a favourable opportunity for ſo doing ſhall occur 
during the ſubſiſtence of this Commiſſion: And that in 
paſſing their ſentences, and in ordering the execution of 
the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 1 2th act of the Aſſem- 
bly 1736.— And the Aſſembly further did, and hereby 
do, appoint the Commiſſion to watch over any ſteps which 
may hereafter be taken for removing or weakening our 


legal ſecurities — Popery. 


VI. Overture 
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VI. | 


[The General Aſſembly re-tranſmits to preſbyteries the fol- ; 


lowing Overtures, and recommends it to them to pay 
particular attention thereto.] ; 


Overture anent the Ordination of Elders. 


'F HAT whereas great irregularities have crept into 


the Church, with reſpect to the Ordination of el- 
ders, it ſhould be enacted, That no miniſter ſhall ſer 
apart any perſon to that ſacred office, in his congrega- 
tion, who has not a fixed reſidence in the pariſh, or 
ſuch property in it as would intitle him to vote in the 
calling of a miniſter ; it being the true meaning and in- 
tent of this overture to prevent elders being ordained in 
congregations who are in no way connected with them : 
And it being underftood, that any city or town, where 
there are more congregations than one, ſhall he held as 
one parith, ſo far as reſpects the purpoſe of this over- 
ture. 8 


eee. 


VII. 


Overture anent licenſing Probationers. 


THE General Aſſembly, taking into their ſerious con- 
ſideration the danger that ariſeth to this Church, 
and to the ſouls of people, by licenſing any to preach the 
goſpel who are not duly qualified, according to the 
rules laid down in the Holy Scriptures ; and conſidering 


that the ſeveral acts made by former General Aſſemblies, 


lye ſo ſcattered in many ſeparate articles, at great diſtances 
from one another, that the directions therein given are 
in danger of being overlooked by preſbyteries: There- 
fore the General Aſſembly, collecting what oor to 

G | them 
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them moſt material in former acts, ordain, That the fol- 
lowing regulations ſhall be * obſer ved by ee 
teries in all time coming. 

1m, That no preſbytery admit any perſon to proba- 
tionary trials, but ſuch as are found to be of good report, 
of ſufficient learning, of {ound principles, of a pious, ſo- 
ber, grave, and prudent behaviour, and of a peaccable 
diſpolition, and well affected to the government in church 
and ſtate, and of whom they have ſufffcient ground to 
conceive that they ſhall be uſeful and edifying in the 
church, and that careful enquiry be made thereanent; 
and that without reſpect of perſons, ſuch as are eſteemed 
to be light and vain in their behaviour, proud, worldly 
minded, or unacquainted with the power of practical 
godlineſs, be kept back from that ſacred work. 

240, That none be admitted to trials in order to be 
licenſed, but ſuch as have produced to the profeſſor of 
divinity at the time of their being enrolled, either a di- 
ploma of Maſter of Arts, or a certificate, bearing that 
they have gone through a full courſe of philoſophy at 
the college, and who have either given cloſe attendance 
on the divinity-hall for the ſpace of four years, from 

the time of their names being entered upon the roll of 
the preſbytery as ſtudents of divinity ; or, if their cir- 
cumſtances did not permit them to give cloſe attendance 
on the hall, have continued to proſecute the ſtudy of 
divinity for ſix years, and have in that time delivered 
the uſual number of diſcourſes; provided alſo, that, at 
the time of their being admitted to trials, they are twen- 
ty-one years of age complete. 

ztis, The General Aſſembly, conſidering the reproach 
that may be brought on religion in gener al, and parti- 
cularly on this Church, by the unworthy behaviour of 
ſuch as follow the ſtudy of divinity, do earneſtly recom- 
mend to the preſbyteries, profeſſors of divinity, ar d mi- 
niſters and members of this Church, to keep a watchtul 
eye on ſuch ſtudents, during the terms above ſpecified, 
And further, that when any ſtudent comes to attend the 
profeſſor of divinity in any univerſiy, he ſhall produce 
to the profeſſor, and to the miniſter of the pariſh where 
he is to reſide, during the time of his attendance on the 


profeſſion, a teſtimonial from the miniſter of the pariſh 
from 


F . 


General Aſſembly, 1980, 27 
from whence he comes; and when he leaves the profeſ- 
ſion, he ſhall carry back teſtimonials from the miniſter 
of the parith, of his grave and ſuitable behaviour becom- 
ing his character ; and from the profeſſor, teſtimonials 
certitying the Gags, and alſo his regular attendance on 
the diets of the profeſſion, and the time he has attended. 
And when any profeſſor of divinity ſhall think fit to re- 
commend a ſtudent, in order to probationary trials, his 
teſtimonials ſhall certify his proficiency in his ſtudies; and 
his moral character. 
4to, The General Aſſembly do appoint and ordain, 
That no preſbytery admit any ſtudent to probationary 
trials, except ſuch as have reſided within their bounds for 


the ſpace of fix months, or do produce to them ſufficient 


teſtimonials from the preſbyteries -in whoſe bounds they 
have lived, or for the moſt part reſided, expreſſing, that 


it is the deſire of theſe preſbyteries that theſe ſtudents - 


| ſhould be entered upon trials. And ſuch ſtudents as 
come from abroad, ſhall produce ſatisfying teſtimonials 
from the profeſſors under whom they ſtudied ; and the 
time of their being abroad ſhall be accounted a part of 
the fix years; but none of theſe ſtudents ſhall be entered 
upon trials for the ſpace of half a year after they come to 
Scotland. 


5to, When any ſtudent is propoſed to a preſbytery, 


in order to be taken on trials, the propoſal ſhall lye on 
the table till the next ordinary meeting, before they give 
judgment therein, that diligent enquiry may be made, 
and information had concerning the faid ſtudent's quali- 
fications and behaviour ; and the preſbytery ſhall be a- 


lone when the propoſal is made and judged on; and he : 
General Aſſembly enjoins all ſtadents to take all oppor- 


tunities of cultivating an acquaintance with the miniſters 
of the preſbytery where they reds, and where _y are 
to pals trials. 

6to, When the preſbynery after ſerious enquiry and 
mature deliberation, ſhall agree to take the propoſed 
candidate on trials, they ſhall examine him ſtrictly and 
privately, in order to enable them to judge whether he 
poſſeſſes the piety, knowledge, abilities, and other qua- 
lifications neceſſary for a preacher of the goſpel. 

vmo, The General Aſſembly IR the ſame method 
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to be obferved, and trials to be taken in all the above” 
particulars, before any preſbytery recommend a Mudent 
to paſs trials in another preſbytery. 

8, The General Aſſembly do alſo appoint and or- 
dain, That the terms above ſpecified being expired, and 


teſtimonials produced, and previous trials taken in man- 


ner above directed, the preſbytery, before they preſcribe _ 
any part of public trials, ſhall write letters to all the 


preibyteries within the bounds of the ſynod, acquainting 


them with their deſign, two months at leaſt before ſitting 
of the ſynod ; and at the faid next meeting of the ſynod, 
they ſhall alſo acquaint the ſynod thereof, and obtain 
their ſpecial judgment and advice in that particular; 
and, that the members of the ſaid preſbytery and ſynod 
may be ripely advifed thereanent, the General Aſſembly 
appoints the ſaid letters to be duly and carefully tranſ- 
mitted to the ſeveral preſbyteries, and that intimation 
thereof be publicly made at the firſt diet of the ſynod, to 
lye on the table till the ſecond or ſome ſubſequent diet, 
and then particular enquiry be made whether any per- 
ſon have any thing to object againſt the ſtudent's being 


entered on trials for preaching the goſpel. Provided 


always, That in any part of this Church, when ſynods 
meet but once a- year, a ſtudent may be propoled to the 
ſynod half-a-year ſooner than would have been compe- 


tent if the ſynod had met twice a- year. | 
ono, The General Aſſembly recommends to preſby- 


teries, that before any ſtudent is entered on trials, the 


engagements required by act roth Aſſembly 1711, of 


| ach as are to be licenſed, be read to them; and that the 


preſbytery take promiſe of them, that they will ſubſcribe 
to, and particularly obſerve the ſame, in cafe the preſ- 
bytery ſee cauſe to licence them; and that this promiſe 
be recorded in their books, | 5 

1omo, The General Aſſembly appoints the public 
probationary trials of ſtudents, who are to be licenſed 
probationers, to be the following, viz. 1. The catechetic 


trials to be renewed in preſence of the preſbytery, and 


that previouſly to all the other parts of public trials. 
2. A homily in Engliſh on a Scripture text. 3. An 
exegeſis in Latin on a controverted head of Divinity, and 


ſullaining a theſis and diſpute thereon, 4. An exerciſe 
and 
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and addition, 5. A lecture on a large portion of Scrip- 
ture. 6. A popular ſermon on a particular text of Scrin- 
ture. 7. A trial on chronology and Church hiſtory, 
elpecially the hiftory of our own Church. Laſtly, A 
trial on their knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew lan- 
8 | - * 
11m, The General Aſſembly, judging it fit that the 
ſame method ſhall be followed in all preſbyteries as to 
queſtions put to, and engagements taken of probationers 
when licenſed; and that the ſaid probationers ſhould not 
only give ſufficient proof of their piety, literature, and 
other good qualitications for the ſacred miniſtry, but alſo 
come under the ſtricteſt engagements to adhere to.and 
maintain the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and govern- 
ment of this Church: Do therefore ena& and appoint, 
That the queſtions appointed by act roth 1711, be put 
to all ſuch as paſs trials; and likewiſe that they ſhall ſub- 
icribe the Formula det down in the ſaid act, before they 
be licenſed to preach the goſpel. And the General Aſ- 
1embly ſtrictly prohibits the licenſing any perſon what- 
ſomever, who ſhall not give explicit and fatisfying an- 
twers to theſe queſtions, and ſubſcribe the ſaid Formula; 
and diſcharge any preſbytery to make uſe of any other 
queſtions or Formula, 1 WH 
 I2mo, When any preſbytery, who, with the ſynod's 
allowance, has entered, or who is about to enter a ſtu- 
dent on trials, ſhall receive a letter from any preſbytery, 
ſhewing their diſſatis faction with thatiſtudent, and giving 
relevant grounds ſor the ſame, which they offer to verify 
to the preſbytery at their next meeting, the ſaid ſtudent | 
ſhall not be licenſed until the matter be tried. And the | 
General Aſſembly appoints preſbyteries, who ſhall receive „ 
ſuch letters anent ſtudents from any other preſbytery, to | 
write a return with the firſt poſt after their meeting, ac- _ ' . 
quainting them of their next diet. 1 | i ; | 
1 3tio, That the acts concerning Simony be read before j 
licenſing any probationer. | 17 
5 
| 
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140, For the better obſervation of this act, it is par- 
ticularly recommended to the profeſſors of divinity, to 
communicate the contents thereof to their ſtudents in a 4 

public meeting annually, at ſuch time, in the month of 117 
January, as to them ſeems moſt convenient. And all | 
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preſbyteries and ſynods are peremptorily appointed to 
obſerve the ſame in all its parts : And it is ſtrictly enjoin- 
ed, that viſitors of preſbytery- books make ſtrict enquiry | 
how the ſeveral. preſbyteries do obſer ve the ſame. 


VII. 


Act a the Diet of the SM 
| General enn, 


| HE next General Aſſembly of this N ational Church 

= _, is appointed to be held within the New Church 
8 Ayle of Edinburgh, on — the em day of May, 
N in the year 1781. 


4 T0 7 Collected and extracted from the Records of the 
i , General Aſſembly, by 


il | : ' GEORGE WISHART, ? | 
1 JOHN DRYSDALE, 5a Eccl. Scot. 
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AcTincs and PRoCEeDINGs of the General Aſſem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland, held in the year 


1780, which are not printed at full length, 


May 25. 1780. | S/. 52 


AFTER ſermon by the Reverend Dr James Gilleſpie, 

one of the miniſters of St Andrews, Moderator of 
the laſt General Aſſembly, the miniſters and elders 
convened in the Aſſembly-houſe; and, after pr ayer 
by the ſaid Dr James Gilleſpie, Dr Hary Spence, mi- 
niſter of the goſpel at Wemyſs, was choſen Moderator, 
and, at the Aſſembly's deſire, took the chair. 

The King's Commiſſion to the Right Honourable George 
Earl of Dalhouſie to repreſent his Majeſty's Royal 
perſon, read, and ordered to be recorded. 

The King's moſt gracious letter to the Aſſembly, read, 
and ordered to be recorded. 

The Commiſſioners ſpeech at opening this Aſſembly, and 

the Moderator's ſpeech. in return thereto. 

His Majeſty's Royal warrant for L. 1000 Sterling deliver- 
ed in to the Aſſembly by his Grace the Commiſſioner, 

read, and ordered to be recorded. 

A letter from Mr James Edmonſtone, ſub-clerk to the 
Aſſembly, and agent for the Church, given in and 

* read; ſetting forth his bad ſtate of health, and deſiring 
the Aſſembly would be pleaſed to appoint Mr George 

Cairncroſs to officiate for him in theſe offices during 
this Aſſembly, unanimouſly agreed to by the Aſſem- 
bly, and Mr Cairncroſs appointed accordingly, 
4k committee named for an{wering the King's moſt gra- 
cious letter. 
A committee named for reviſing the e to the 


members of this Aſſembly, "cenſuring abſents from 
= diets 
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diets thereof, naming miniſters to preach before his 
Grace the King's Commiſſioner; receiving in liſts of 
the probationers 1 in the ſeveral preſbyteries in order to 
their being recorded. 
Committee for overtures pc ol 
Committee for bills, references, and appeals, named. 
Adjournment. 
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May 26. 1780. Seff. 2d. 
Sederunt. 
A diet ſpent in prayer. 
Act VII. of Aſſembly 1718, for the better Watch of the 
buſineſs of this Aſſembly, read, and the obſervation 
thereof enjoined. 
Miniſters named to 1 before his Grace the Com- 
miſſioner. 
The Committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet 
this evening at their uſual places. 
Adjournment, 


May 27. 1780. Sefſ. 3d. 
Sederunt. 
The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the committee for bills 
called for, produced, and read over. 
The report of the Committee for overtures called for, 


the ſame was given in and read over. | =. 
: An objection to che commiſſion from the burgh of Dum- . 
fries heard; the Aſſembly ſuſtained the objection, and 4 
expunged the member's name from the roll. 'F 
The conſideration of an objection to the atteſtation of _ — 
the elder, in the commiſſion from the en of « 9 
Inverary delayed. | - - 1 


The draught of an anſwer to the King's moſt gracious 

letter to this Aſſembly brought i in and approved, and - 
his Grace the Conan e, at the Aſſembly” s requeſt, | | 
1 undertakes to tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. 1 3 | 
| A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceed- 
| ings of the commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly. | | . 

A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceed- | 
ings of the committee appointed by laſt Aſſembly for | | 
managing the Royal Bounty for reformation of the 25 | 1 


Highlands and Iſlands. 
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A committee named to audite the Procurator and Agent's 
accounts, conſider the ſtate oi the public money, and 
prepare overtures about the fame. 

The committee for overtures ii powered to receive in 
from the ſeveral members auy inf ructions given to 
them by their reſpective Ads or p ſbyter ies, claſs 
the matters therein con ained, and prepare cvertures 
thereupon to the Allen oly; and receive in and con- 
ſider any accounts that ſha! Le given them of the ſtate 
of the Church in the North Eighlands, particularly 
concerning the growth of Popery and ſuperſlition, 
and prepare overtures for preventing, or ſuppreiſling 
thereof. 

The committee for bills appointed to meet this evening 
at ſeven o'clock in their uſual place. 


Reſolved to conſider on Monday, the petition from the 


preſbytery of Fordoun, and Mr Lawſon's cauſe. 
A committee appointed to conſider the reference from 


the preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, and to report their 
opinion to the Aflembly. 
Adjournment. 


May 29. 1780. Seff. 4th. 
Sederuar. . 
A new commiſſion „ 


— 


A committee named to reviſe the Synod- book af Glaſgow 
and Ayr. 

None of the other Synod-books being brought up to this 
Aſſembly, reſolved, that the md. er be enqui- 
red into. 


Report of the committee for bills called for, produced, 


— read over. 
The report of the committee for overtures po uced and 


read over- 

The objection to Mr Loch's commiſſion 4590 till to- 
morrow, at deſire of his council. 

An appeal of the preſbytery of Fordoun againſt a ſen- 
tence of the Synod of Angus and Mearns, refuſing 


them liberty to take Mr John Shank, ſtudent of divi- 


nity in their bounds, on trials, in order to his being 
licenſed, heard ; the ſentence of the Synod found void 


and null, on account of their having excluded from 
judging 


_- 
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INDEX 1780. 
judging the preſbytery of Fordoun, who were conſti- 
tuent members of the Synod ; and the cauſe remitted 
to the preſbytery of Fordoun, and they enjoined not 
to finiſh the trial of Mr Shank till they have taken the 
judgment of the Synod, Againſt which ſeveral mem- 
bers diſſented. | 
Reſolved to conſider to-morrow the cauſe of Mr Lawſon, 
and the cauſe anent the ſettlement of Biggar. 
The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet 


this evening at ſeven o'clock, in their uſual places. 
Adjournment. 
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| | May 30. 1780. Seff. 5th. 
Sederunt. : | 
A committee named to reviſe the Synod-book of Lothian 
and Tweedale. | | | 
An appeal of Mr Hugh Campbell, miniſter at Kilmartin, 
and Mr Alexander M Taviſh, one of the miniſters of 
Inveraray, againſt a ſentence of the preſbytery of In- 
veraray, refuſing to atteſt Mr James Loch as their 
ruling elder, heard; the ſentence of the preſbytery 
reverſed, and the commiſſion ſuſtamed. RS 02 
Relolved to conſider to-morrow the overtures from the 
Synods of Fite, and of Perth and Stirling, anent plu- 
rality of benefices. | 25 6 
Reſolved to conſider on Thurſday, the order from the 
Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, anent the expenditure 
of public money; and the original grant for the L. 5 oo 
ordered to be then laid before the Houſe. 5 
The inſtruction from the preſbytery of Glaſgow, anent 
the records of Aſſembly, referred to the committee on 
public accounts. „ 1 5 
An appeal of Mr James Lawſon, fludent in divinity, a- 
gainſt the preſbytery of Auchterarder, for refuſing to 
give judgment on certain parts of his trials; of con- 
ſent remitted to a committee to meet with the parties 
with a view to an amicable compromiſe, and to report 
the reſult of their conference on Friday. | 
An appeal of Lady Clementina Fleming, ſpouſe to Charles 
Lord Elphinſtone, and the ſaid Charles Lord Elphin- 
' ſtone, and of Mr Robert Pearſon preacher of the go- 
ſpel, their preſentee to the kirk of Biggar, againſt a 
ſentence of the preſbytery of Biggar, referring = 
a | affair 
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affair of the ſettlement fmpliciter to the Aſſembly, 
heard. The cauſe taken up on the footing of the re- 
ference only. The concurrence to the preſentee ſuſ- 
tained, and the preſbytery appointed to proceed to- 
wards the ſettlement of the preſentee with all conve- 
nient ſpeed, according to the rules of the Church; and 
the Commiſſion in November impowered to judge in 
any queſtion that may be regularly brought before 
them concerning ſaid ſettlement, by complaint, re- 
ference, or appeal. Againſt which judgment n 

members diſſented. 

The committee for bills appointed to meet to-morrow, 
at ten o'clock, in their uſual Place. 

Adjournment. a 


- 


May 31. 1780. S/. 6th. 
Sederunt. 
The committee in Glaſgow on the fund for Galic ſtu- 
dents continued, and addition thereto. 


The report of the committee for bills called for, pro- 


duced, and read. 

The committee on the petition of Mr Mutter, miniſter 
of Kirkcudbright, appointed to meet at ſix o'clock 
this evening, in the Exchange Coffee-houle. | 

The committee on public accounts, &. appointed to 
meet at ſeven o'clock this evening. 5 

The petition of Mr William Milligan, miniſter at Kirk- 
den, read, and referred to a committee. 

The Aſſembly, agreeable to the reſolution of yeſterday, 
proceeded to take under their conſideration the over- 
tures from the Synod of Fife, and Sy nod of Perth and 
Stirling, anent miniſters holding plurality of bene- 

fices; which overtures, with the report of the com- 
mittee for overtures thereupon, were read: The re- 
port of the committee agreed to, that no member of 
the inferior court can be heard upon the overture 
who is not a member of Aſſembly; and the Aſſembly 
diſmiſſed the ſaid overtures, 

A reference from the preſbytery of Dunfermline read ; 
and the Aſſembly found no cauſe before them, in re- 
ſpec that the parties were not cited. 

Agreed to take in the complaint of Mr Jainds Burn, after 
hb overture from Merſe and Teviotdale ; and after 
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theſe the cauſe of F enwick ; and thereafter the cauſe 4 


of Gorbals. 


Reaſons of diſſent from the ſentence on the appeal frow 
the Synod of Angus and Mearns given in and openly 
read, and ordered to lie in retentis. 


The committee for bills appointed to meet to-morrow at 
ten o' clock. 8 


Adjournment. 


June ts 1780. Se 7th, 


Sederunt. 


The report of the committee for bills called for, pro- 
duced, and read. 


Upon a motion, reſolved to conſider the cauſe anent the | 
chapel of Greenock, immediately after that of the mi- 


niſter of Gorbals. 
The procurator and agent, ſtationer and printer's ac- 
counts produced, and ordered to lie upon the table. 
The report of the committee on Mr Mutter's petition gi- 
ven in and read, and the opinion of the committee 
adopted. 

The report of the committee appointed by laſt Aſlembly 
on the pſalmody given in and read: The committee 


renewed, and recommendation given to them to con- 


tinue their diligence, to ripen the ſame againſt next 

Aſſembly, and, if potlible, to have a fair copy of the 
collection ready for the review of ſaid Aﬀembly. 
Agreeable to the reſolution of Tueſday laſt, the Aſſembly 


| proceeded to conſider the overture from the Synod of 
Merſe and Teviotdale, anent the expenditure . of the 
public money: The oyerture, with the report of the 


committee for overtures reſpecting the ſame, and the 
original grant for L. 500 for defraying the public 
charges of the church, Oc. and the report of the 
Barons of Exchequer to the Lord High Treaſurer 


thereanent, were all read ; and the Aﬀembly diſmiſſed - 


the ſaid overture. 
Upon a motion, enacted, that the procurator ſhould 


henceforth hold his office ad vitam aut culpam, in the 
ſame manner as the clerks and agent for the Church, 
with all its rights and privileges, expreſſed in' terms of 


his firſt appointment. 
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Agrecable to the refolation of yeſterday, the Aſſembly 
proceeded to conſider the petition and complaint of 
Mr james Burn, winiſter at Forgan, againſt a reſolu- 
tion of the preſbytery of St Andrews to proceed to 
ſettle Profeſſor George Hill miniſter of St Andrews: 
The cauſe was fully heard, and the complaint diſmif- 


led without debate. 
Adjournment. 


June 2. 1780. Se,. 8th. 

Sederunt. 

The report of the committee on Mr Lawſon's caſe given 
in and read. Of content, remitted to the preſbytery of 
Auchterarder to proceed to the remainder of Mr Law- 
ſon's trials, to finiſh the ſame, and pronounce their 
final judgment between and the firſt — of 
May next. 

The caſe of Mr William Milligan recommitted to is 
conſideration of the committee. | 

Additions to the committee on the pſalmody. 

A reference from the ſynod of Glaſgow and Ayr, anent 
the ſettlement of Mr Archibald Reid, preſented by 
George Earl of Glaſgow and his tutors to the church 
of F enwick, heard; the concurrence to the preſentee 
ſuſtained, and the preſbytery of Irvine appointed to 
proceed towards the ſettlement of the preſentee with 
all convenient ſpeed, according to the rules of the 
church; and the Commiſſion in November impower- 
ed to judge iri any queſtion that may be regularly 
brought before them concerning ſaid ſettlement, by 
complaint, reference, or appeal. Againſt which judg- 

ment ſeveral members diſſented. 

The committee for overtures appointed to meet to- mor- 


row at ten o'clock, 


Adjournment, 


June 3. 1780. Seff. gth. 


Sederunt. 

Reaſons of diſſent from the ſentence reſpecting the ſettle- 
ment of the pariſh of Biggar, given in, and openly 
read, and ordered to lie in retentzs. 

The report of the committee for overtures called for ; 


the ſame was given in and read over. 


The 


INDEX v8. 


Tue overture reſpecting the ordination of elders, with 


certain corrections, and the overture reſpecting the 
g 


licencing of probationers, retranſmitted; and the clerks 


appointed to write to preſbyteries, requiring them to 
cake theſe overtures under their conſideration at their 


hi meeting, after receiving (aid Letter. Vide printed 


. | 
The report of the truſtees for the widows fund produced, 


and ordered to lye on the table for the peruſal of the 
members, 


Act approving of the account of Mr William Robertſon 


advocate, procurator for the Church, and exonering 
and diicharing Mr Robertſon of the ſum of L. 500 
Sterling, and appointing that he debit himſelf, in his 
next account, with the ſum of L. 21: f: 9 Ster- 
ling, being the balance due by him. 

Act approving the account of James Edmonſtone, agent 
for the Church, and appointing that he ſhould have 
credit in his next account for the ſum of L. 14: 19 : 1x 
Sterling, being the balance due to him. 

An account due to the executors of the deceaſed Robert 

Fleming, late printer to the Church, ordered to be 
paid. : 

An account due to James Dickſon, preſent printer to the 

Church, ordered to be paid. | | 

An account due to John Balfour and Co. ſtationers to 
the Church, ordered to be paid. . | 

Act aboliſhing the office of ſtaxioner to the Church, and 
authoriſing the principal clerk of Aſſembly to ſupply 
thoſe gentlemen who have a title to ſtationary articles, 
and to give in his account annually to the Aſſembly : 
Alto prohibiting the article of pſalm-hooks for the uſe 
of the Aſſembly for the future. | 

The report of the committee named to conſider the ap- 

_ plications for ſhares of the public money given in and 
read; which being conſidered by the Aſſembly, they 
found, that, in reſpect of the reſolution of laſt Aſſem- 
bly; and the preſent ſtate of the tund, theſe new ap- 

plications cannot be complied with at prelent. 

The Aſſembly appointed all the new applications, with 

the procurator's opinions thereon, to be kept by their 

clerks, in order to be conſidered by ſome future Aſ- 
ſembly in their order. 
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The 
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The report of the committee for naming the members of 
the Commiſſion, and preparing inſtructions for them, 
given in and approved, of. 

The report of the viſitors of the Royal Bounty Regiſter 
given in and read; the conduct of the managers ap- 
proved of, and their book ordered to be atteſted. 

A committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 
year, with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 

The Synod-book of Glaſgow and Ayr atteſted. 

The Synod-book of Lothian and Tweedale atteſted. 

The General Aſſembly ordered all the Synods, whoſe 
books had not been ſent up to this Aſſembly, to ſend 
them up to the next General Aſſembly. 

The report of the committec appointed to conſider the 
overture anent new erections called for, produced, 


and read. The committee continued, and an addition 


thereto. 
The committee on the Eurie fund continued, with the 


ſame powers. 
The committee on the window and houſe- tax continued, 


with the ſame powers. 
Sundry appeals againſt ſeveral ſentences of the 87004 of 
Glaſgow and Ayr, reſpecting the cauſe at the inſtance 
of John Ifat, and others, feuers and inhabitants of the 
; village of Gorbals of Glaſgow, againſt Mr William 
Anflerſon, miniſter of the Gorbals, heard ; the three 
firſt ſentences of the Synod reverſed, and the fourth 
ſentence of the Synod affirmed; and the libel againſt 
Mr Anderſon found both incompetent and irrelevant ; , 
and the whole proceſs diſmiſſed as vexatious and ſean- 


dalous. f 
Reſolved to conſider the cauſe anent fs chapel of Gree- 


nock on Monday. 
Adjournment. 5 . 


June. 5. 1780. SN. ult. 


Sederunt. 
The committee in Edinburgh on the collections for be- 


hoof of ſtudents having the Iriſh language renewed ; 
Sir Hary Moncrieffe added thereto, and appointed 


conveener. 5 
Liſt of probationers * and ordered to be re- 


corded. | 
The 
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The report of the truſtees for managing the fund for a 
proviſion to miniſter's widows, gc. containing a ſtate 
of the fund under their management, and an 0 

_ of their proceedings ſince laſt Aſſembly, again called 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate re- 
gilter, kept for that purpoſe, | 

An appeal of the preſbytery of Paiſley, againſt a ſentence 
of the Synod of Glaſgow and Air, anent the election 
of a miniſter to the chapel of Greenock, heard; the 

ſentence of the Synod affirmed, and the preſbytery of 

Paiſley enjoined, in any future vacancy and election of 
a preacher or miniſter to ſaid chapel, to adhere ſtrictly 
to their own reſolution of the 3d Auguſt 1774. 

On account of the indiſpoſidion « Mr Edmonſtone, ſub- 
clerk to the Aſſembly, and agent for the Church, upon 
a motion, the Aſſembly unanimoſly appointed Mr 

_ Cairncrols to officiate as ſub- clerk to the Aſſembly, and 

agent for the Church, till next General Aſſembly. 
All cauſes brought before this Aſſembly, and not deter- 
mined by them, and cauſes remitted by former Aſſem- 
blies, and not determined, referred to the Commiſſion, 
with power to them to judge and finally determine 
therein. . vj: 

A petition for James Allan, meſſenger in Perth, referred 
to the Commiſſion. 

Proteſtations admitted. 

A committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Aſſem- 

bly's proceedings at this and all the other diets thereof, 

and to pitch upon ſuch of the Acts of Aſſembly as are 
to be ſtanding rules, in order to their being printed, 

The minutes of this day's ſederunt were read; the minutes 

of former ſederunts being read at the diets ſubſequent 

_ thereto. - Te 1 

The Moderator's ſpeech to the General Aſſembly, and his 
Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 

The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 

Act appointing next diet of Aſſembly. 

The Aſſembly concluded with prayer and ſinging a pſalm. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THOSE who want their ſetts the Acts of Aſſembly 
made complete, will pleaſe apply to the Printer for +4 | 
Church. 

A few copies ſtill remain cans; from the 1 690 to the 
preſent time, and a re-publication of the Acts, previous to 
that period, in one volume 8 vo; ſo that preſbyteries or ſeffions 
who have no Acts, may be ſupplied, if "Ny give their orders 
ſoon. 

Alſo, in one volume 1 2mo, Dundas 8 Aan of che 
Acts of Aſſembly. 

Likewiſe, in one volume 8 vo, Pardovag! s Collections of 
the Acts of Parliament and Aſſembly, relating to the Di/- 
cipline, Government, Sec. of the Church of Scotland. 
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